
492

would so far respect the sacredness of their own lives as to
concede so much of their double monopoly to medicine as
would enable it to exercise the little authority of a protective
veto in a matter so really vital, and the more especially, when
Messrs. Styles and Hawk could get it on their usual liberal
terms of medical remuneration-free-gratis, for nothing.

Since I find that the medical certificate of the cause of death
is not of sufficient respectability to be of any practical value
beyond, perhaps, the making up of reports, and conscious as I
am that we possess in the profession, and are sure always to
obtain, sufficient statistics for the working out of public
benefit, I shall, in future, in the course of practice, withhold
the usual document-and I shall also use my influence, both
public and private, with my professional brethren, to get them
to do so likewise.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
W. H. BROWN, M.D., F.L.S.,

Lecturer at the Charing-cross Hospital.
Dean’s-row, Walworth-road,

April, 1850.

DEAFNESS AND NOISES IN THE EARS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;One reason may be assigned for the silence of the pro-
fession, which is, that your querist has united two questions
entirely dissimilar. Deafness exists without noises in the ear,
and noises in the ear exist with more of a sense of confusion in
hearing than with positive deafness.

Noises in the ear are produced by two causes, which prevent
the proper vibration of the membrana tympani’&mdash;an accumulation
of cerumen in the meatus auditorius, and occlusion of the Eusta-
chian tube. Hence the frequency of these noises during catarrh,
and their removal by syringing the ears, or by inflating the
Eustachian tubes in the ordinary way, by compressing the
nostrils, and forcibly blowing the nose. But there are other
noises of which persons complain, which are neither so simple in
their origin nor so easily removed, such as musical sounds or

regular tunes repeated again and again, voices singing and speak-
ing, bells ringing, &c. The seat of these noises is not the ear,
but the brain. They are often the renewal of a morbid condition
of the brain of former impressions. They depend entirely on
the state of the constitution and on the circulation through the
brain.
The distress to which they give rise is dreadful in sane per-

sons, and in the insane they constitute prominent symptoms
of their insanity. They cease under the use of means directed to
the removal of the morbid condition and irregular circulation, on
which they depend. The means by which this is to be accom-

plished must be adapted to the nature of the case.
The subject of deafness is quite of another kind. It may arise

from a variety of causes, but permanent deafness, for the most
part, is occasioned either by some change in the organ, produced
by disease, or in the nervous apparatus subservient to the sense
of hearing. The conditions necessary for distinct hearing are a
perfect organ and sound auditory nerves.
As a parting advice to your correspondent, I would strenuously

urge upon him to be very careful in the selection of an ear-doctor,
or aurist. The ear has afforded a rich harvest for the harpies
who prey upon the infirmities of human nature. It is possible to
stimulate a paralyzed ear, as it is a paralyzed leg by the lash, but
the effort only increases the paralysis. The attention of a deaf
person may be roused by means directed to the cure of the
deafness, and the patient may be deceived into a notion that he
hears more distinctly, but soon his attention becomes wearied,
and his hopes of amendment vanish. When deafness and noises
in the ear depend upon disorder of health, they are curable by
remedies directed to the state of the health, but not by remedies
applied to the ear. The eye has not been so frequently and so
cruelly tampered with as the ear, and for this obvious reason-
the evil as well as the good of local treatment is more manifest.

I am, Sir, yours,
PHILOTOS.

Medical News.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.&mdash;Gentlemen ad-
mitted members, Monday, March 28.

CLARKE, Dr. JOHN.
HARE, Dr. CHARLES JOHN.
POLLOCK, Dr. JAMES EDWARD.
WADHAM, Dr. WILLIAM.

APPOINTMENT.&mdash;L. M. Peck, Esq., M.R.C.S., of
Newmarket, has been appointed Deputy-Coroner for Cambridge-
shire.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;The following
gentlemen having undergone the necessary examinations for
the diploma, were admitted members of the college at the
meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 12th inst. :-
BRAVAN, FREDERICK WILLIAMS CALWALLADER, Blenchland,

Northumberland.
CAIRD, TI-IOMAS WILSON, Exeter.
EFFENDI, HALIB AGA RISK ALLAH, Syria.
GRIFFITH, GRIFFITH HOOPER, Cheltenham.
LITTLE, JOHN, Ballina, county Mayo, Ireland.
MAYHEW, H. JEREMIAH, Overhall, Colne Engaine, Essex.
MOUNTFORD, JOHN BIDLAKE, Exeter.
PATIENT, JAMES, Corton, Wiltshire.
PENFOLD, HENRY, Annington, Steyning, Sussex.
ROPER, CHARLES HARRIOTT, Exeter.
SAUNDERS, DANIEL, Llandovery, Carmarthenshire.
AroTHECARrES’ HALL.&mdash;Names of gentlemen who

passed their examination in the science and practice of medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise, on

Thursday, April rltlz, 1850.
BARWis, THOMAS LEONARD BARBER, Penryn, Cornwall.
BREACH, JAMES, Bradfield.
BucKLE, ROBERT THOMAS, Bedall, Yorkshire.
DAVIS, HENRY MAY, Hastings.
HILL, ALFRED, Walsall.
MARTIN, FREDERICK, Clare, Suffolk.
M’CORMICK, J. VANDERSLOOT, Acton-street, Gray’s-inn-road.
PESKETT, ALFRED, Petersfield, Hants.
PLUMPTRE, FRANCIS HENRY, Queen’s-square.
SCHROEDER, HENRY SACHEVEREL EDWARD, Guernsey.
WALKER, JOHN WEST, Spilsby.
WHITCHURCH, REUBEN, Melton Mowbray.
WILSON, JAMES, Lancaster.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.-Our readers are doubtless

aware of the disturbances which took place about five weeks
ago at University College, in consequence of the 11 rustication"
of two students by the Council, and that the College was restored
to its " usual tranquillity" upon the Council reversirg their deci-
sion, at the recommendation of the professors. A renewal of
these disturbances having taken place last Saturday afternoon,
(April 13th,) it is necessary that the true facts of the case should
be laid before the public ;-Three students had been summoned
" to appear before the Council, on that day, to answer a charge
of misconduct towards Mr. Champion, the sub-librarian of the
general library, on the 1st of April." Before the hour of inves-
tigation arrived, a considerable number of police was stationed
near the gates of the College, and the adjoining streets. This
attracted to the College a few of the students remaining in
town during the vacation, amounting in number, as was after-
wards ascertained, to twenty-six. After an inquiry, which
lasted two hours, the Council decided that the charge was not
proved, otherwise they expressed their determination to have
resorted to the utmost extent of punishment in their power.
When the three accused came out from the Council room, they
were cheered by their fellow-students, who were waiting outside
in the cloisters to hear the result; some of the professors coming
forward at the same time, were greeted with loud cheers ; but
the appearance of the Council, on the other hand, excited an
irrepressible burst of laughter; some of them turned back, and
one of their number coming up to a student demanded his name ;
this was refused, whereupon, seizing him by the arm, he cried,
" Police, take this man in charge !" The students raised a shout
of No! no!" which was replied to, on the part of the Council, by
loud cries of "Yes! yes!" None ofthe police appeared, but several
strange men (who were afterwards discovered to be police in
disguise) rushed from a place of concealment, and laid hands on
the student; in consequence of this a general m&ecirc;l&eacute;e ensued, in
which the students succeeded in rescuing their fellow; two other
students being also seized were similarly rescued; after this, at
the earnest desire of the professors, the students went away
quietly; after the lapse of a few minutes the police, who had
hitherto remained quiet in the street, marched in, and took up
their position in the cloisters of the College, where they remained
a short time, and then marched out.
ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE.-A large meeting of

the students of the above institution took place at the Free-
masons’ Tavern, on Thursday evening last, for the purpose of
presenting to Professor Simonds a handsome silver epergne,
on which the usual complimentary donative inscription was
engraved. The other professors were present by invitations
of the class, and during the evening the most friendly senti-
ments towards each other were exchanged, and the greatest
unanimity existed. It is pleasing to be able from time to time


